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famine and toil, and every change of feafon 
ferved but: to aggravate his unfheltered diS 
treis. Nothing but death or flight was left 
him, and almoft certain death was the con- 
iequence of his attempting to fly. After 
ome years of bondage, however, an op- 
portunity of efcaping offered ; he embraced 
it with ardour, and travelling by night, and 
lodging m caverns by day, he at laft arrived 
bP ^ 1 he day of Alcander’s arrival 

Septi mius fat in the forum, to adminiller 
juilice, and hither our wanderer came, ex- 
pelling to be iMantly known, and publicly 
acknowledged. Here lie flood the whole day 
amongft the crowd, watching the eyes of the 
judge and expefling to be taken notice of ; 
but fo much was he altered by a long fuc- 
ceffion of hardfhips, that lie paffed entirely 
without notice, and in the evening, when he 
was going up to the praetor’s chair, he was 
brutally repulfed by the attending Liflors. 

The attention of the poor is generally dri- 
ven from one ungrateful obje<5 to another. 
Night coming on, he next found himfelf un- 
der a necefhty for leeking a place to lie in, and 
jet knew' not where to apply. All emaci- 
ated and in rags as he was, no one of the 
citizens would harbour fo much wretched- 
nefs, and fleeping in the ftreets might be at- 
tended with interruption or danger. In 
feort, he was obliged to take up his lodging 
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.(•I , 0 n f o f ‘horror, laying his he»d 

In this mnf.on o horr ) mi fc„ e s 

opo „ an .nvenedurn, g^ ^ m 

»»ch, Sore cafe than a downy 
Saw can cante 

,o5“ hVStoi,,. treat, tat haff^ng 
ofX tohb"d the othc, to the 

fonnd neK morning, and this 
duced a further inquiry. The aUain 
fpread, the cave was examined, Meander was 
found ileepingand immediately apprehended, 
and accufed of robbery and murder, i he 
circumflances againfl him were ftrong, 1111 
the wretchedncfs of his appearance confirmed, 
fufpicion. Misfortune arid he were now fo 
long acquainted, that he at laft became re- 
gard! efs of life. 

He detefted a world where he had found 
only ingratitude, faifehood, and cruelty, 
and was determined to make no defence. 

Thus lowering with refolution, he was 
dragged bound with cords, before the 
tribunal of Septimius. The proofs were pofl- 
tive againfl him,andhe offered nothing in his 
vindication ; the judge therefore, was pro.- 
H 2 ceeding 


